
Daly tests Indy Lights with Sam Schmidt Motorsports
 
Conor Daly had his first taste of an Indy Lights car at Putnam Park road 
course, Greencastle, Indiana on Wednesday August 11th when he completed 

a 200 mile test with Sam Schmidt Motorsports. During one of the hottest days 
of the year, with a heat index of 105 degrees and a track temperature of 134 degrees, Daly 
worked through a variety of setups before doing a simulated qualifying run at the end of the day. 
 
"We have followed Conor closely this season 
and wanted to give him a run in one of our 
cars sometime. By sheer chance and with 
only 48 hours notice,  the opportunity 
presented itself yesterday,” said team owner, 
Sam Schmidt. "He did everything we 
expected of him."
 
"I was very curious to feel the horsepower. It 
was the hottest, yet one of the most enjoyable 
days of testing ever for me. Whenever I get 
into a new car I try not to just drive it fast but 
to drive it right. It was very different to 
anything I have ever driven. After 200 miles in that heat, I'll sleep well tonight,” said Daly.

“He is very accurate with his feedback. I can see why he wins races”, said Tim Neff, chief 
engineer.

On monday, Sam Schmidt arranged to 
run the Jim Russell scholarship winner, 
Alex Ellis, in a test prior to running him 
in the Indy Lights race at Sonoma at the 
Indy car weekend, as part of his 
scholarship prize. That opened the door 
for Conor to test also. Doing 200 miles 
in that heat was a bear, but a good bear 
for Conor, because it raised his tolerance 
to physical exertion in a race car and 

also proved his fitness level.
 

 
 




