
OALL YEARlong

FF1600 drivers

dream of winning the

grand final of the
Walter Hayes Trophy. but on

Sunday it seemed as though
some wanted to do anything
butthat Two leaders made
uncharacteristic mistakes in

demanding conditions. but

American Conor Daly had an
error-free run to win Formula

Ford 1600's showpiece event.
The front-row men for the

main event were National

FF1600 champion Graham
Carroll and 2008 Festival winner

josefNewgarden, both
impressive winners in their

respective semi-finals and

therefore widely expected
to feature at the front And so

they did. with Carroll making
the better start from pole on

the staggered grid and

leading through Copse.

Newgarden. headed forthe
first time since lap two of the

heats. soon made amends by

swooping ahead at Brooklands
on the opening tour. butthat

cornerwas to be his undoing a
lap later. Hewenttoo deep into

the bend, found a gripless part of

the track. and went ploughing

through the gravel trap.
His Ray emerged the other

side, but suffered a setback

two laps later with an almost

identical mistake. Eventually the

American made it back to 14th.

Carroll, at 18 ayearolderthan

Newgarden. took over up front
and managed to extend his

advantage over the chasing

group as they reached half
distance. With victory in his grasp,

Carroll inadvertently pressed
the clutch instead of the brake

approaching Luffield and
slithered into the gravel. His Van
Diemen also collided with justin

Dawkins's stationary Reynard.

making recovery impossible.
A lap earlier there had been a

change for second position.

which suddenly became much
more significant. Category

legend Michael Vergers (Van
Diemen), in his annual FF1600

appearance, had fought hard
with Daly, a lad less than half

his age, but in the end he was
outmanoeuvred by the rookie

Ray driver. who went around the
outside at Becketts on lap seven.

With Carroll the latest of four

arrivals at Luffield, and Noel

Dunne in the Brooklands gravel,

the safety carwas deployed and,

although it incorrectly picked up
seventh-place man David Grady,

Daly's Ray assumed the lead.

Three laps remained atthe

restart, and Daly drove with great

maturity to not only maintain his

advantage, but extend it to more
than a second by the chequered

flag. Hewasaided in this by the
dice for second position, which

was ignited by josh Fisher

(Mygale) getting ahead of

Vergers at Copse just after the

green flag. Their struggle lasted
more or less until the end.

Former podium finisher Stuart

Gough made a bid to repeat the
feat. butputawheel on a white
line atWood cote in his effort to

do so and slid out of the race,

promoting Peter Dempsey to
fourth. Dempsey joined the

event on Sunday morning and
overtook around 90 cars as he

picked his way through to the
final. butthe '06 and '07 winner

didn't have the pace to cap his

exceptional effort with a podium.

David Grady escaped from his
earlier scrap with Felix Fisherand

james Nash to come home fifth,

while another previous winner.

joey Foster, overcame Paul Dagg

to claim eighth. Touringand
sportscar ace Darren Turner

completed the top 1O.

Earlier. Carroll had dominated

the first semi, defeating Vergers
by six seconds. The top six were

well spread. withjosh Fisher.

Gough. Dempsey and Patrick
McKenna next across the

line, although Dempseywas

penalised 10 seconds and two

places for his liberal use of the
Copse run-off. Rapid heat winner

Rory Butcherwas the main

casualtyofthis race, losing third

in the Luffield gravel on lap three.
Newgarden and Daly topped

the second semi-final. with Noel

Dunne a long way back in third.
Rob Barrable splitthe Americans

early on before sufferinga
broken throttle cable, and
William Herron ran third before a

spin. Heat runner-up Nathan
Freke went out at the second

corner, while Nelson Rowe

survived their clash only to

go off later on.
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LAPS) 1 Conor Daly (Ray GRS07/D8) 21 m14.2S 1s

(69.4Smph); 2Josh Rsher(MygaleSJD1J21 m1 S.S46~

3 Michael Vergers (Van Diemen RF92); 4 Peter

Dempsey (Van Diemen RF89); S David Grady (Van

Diemen RF02); 6 Felix Fisher (Swift SC92); 7 james

Nash (Van Diemen RF92);8 Joey Foster (Van Diemen

RF78); 9 Paul Dagg (Van Diemen RF91);

1D Darren Tumer (Van Diemen RF90). Fastest lap

Daly 1m14.171s U9.SSmph). SEMI FINAL
ONE (12 LAPS) 1 Graham Carroll (Van Diemen

RF90) 1 Sm09.684s m.83mph); 2 Vergers

1 Sml S.53Ss; 3 Josh Fisher; 4 Stuart Gough (Ray

GRS07); S Patrick McKenna (Ray GRS07); 6 Peter

8arrable (Ray GRSOS). FL Vergers 1 m13.896s

U9.84mph). SEMI FINAL TWO (12 LAPS)

110sef Newgarden (Ray GRS07/08) 1 Sm1 S.912s

(77.30mph); 2 Daly 1 Sm18.142s; 3 Noel Dunne

(Mygale Sj08); 4 Nash; S Grady; 6 Felix Fisher. FL

Newgarden 1m14.643s09.04mphl.
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